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Owner:

Brick Manufacturing Plant, same address.
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MISSION SAN COSME DEL TUCSON - b
Tucson, Pime County, Arizona Proe 2

Date of Erection: Probably late 18th Century.
Architect:
Builder:

Present Condition: In very advanced state of ruin and disintegration,

(Probably under direction of Padre Gar_ces)

Number of Stories: One section of ws.ll stends about 10 feet h1gh and .

partly promoted by treasure-hunters' digging.
Ruined walls of the 2-story structure stand a few
feet in height, but only faint ‘traces of the other
struotures can be found.

Materials of Construction: Adobe brick, wood beams.

has beam holes marking the second f1loor level.

Other Existing Records: "Bartlett's Personal Nerratives of Exlzplore:tlons -

and Inéidents in Texas, New Mexico, Californis,
Sonora and Chihuahua", D, Appleton snd Co., '
New York City, 1854 Vol, 11, facing page 292,

" drawing.

Arizona Ploneer's Historical Society collection:
Sketoh by John Spring, 1872.
Photo by Haynes, 1891.
Photo by Reynolds, 1891.
Photo by Hartmen, 1900.
Photo by Penny, 1921.
Photo by Munk, 1925.

Published written records:
"Tucson - the 0ld Pueblo", Frank C. Lockwood,
Pp. 21 -~ 24.

"Rim of Christendom" - Herbert E. Bo.lton,&
pp. 395 snd 503. :

(See newspaper article attached)
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ANCIENT CHURCH
BECOMES BRICK

Crumbling Wa_lls Taken to
Kilns to Make New |
Tucson Homes 1

By BERNICE COSULICH

Bones of conquistadores and dust:
of probably the first industrial:
school in the United States are be—i’
ing pressed into bricks today, which
tomorrow will build Tucsop homes
and business blocks. Suen is the}
march of time as it is actually tak. ;
ing place in Tucson. Dreamns and'!
achievements of 150 vears ago con- '
tribute, through their powdery dust,
to the plans and growths of moderu
Tucson.

Aeross the Santa Cruz river, in
Menlo Park, stand a few crumbling
walls, all that is left of the San
Cosme del Tucson mission and in-
dustrial school built by Father
Garces after 1768, Nearby are mod-
emn vrick factories whose workmen
scoop up the pulverized earth and
leave exposed io the sun fhe bone
fragmenis of Tucson's firsl aristo.

. erals or "gente de razon.”

If those walls, bones or dust
could talk they would tell a fasci-
nating chapter from early Arizona
history, They might say:

“Do you remember that hot-
blooded young priest, Father
Garces, and How Captain de Anza-
used to come galloping up from
Tubae to talk aover with him the
plans for the first overland route
from New Spain to the California
eoast?

"Mind the time our school was a
beehive of activity with Indians and
white men busy in the kitchens.
granary, {apnary, carpenter shop. a
smithy flailing away with ham-
mers, the soap vats gurgling and
the tallow setting about the candle
wicks. while the weavers tamped
the warp and woof in their looms?”

“Think of the soft evening shad-
ows under the arched porches, the
scent of fruit trees in bloom, the
murmur of evening prayvers mingled
with the stream’s soft falk.” '

“Do you recall the sadness of
everyone wher inteliigence was
brought that Father Garces had
bene killed at Yuca in 17817 And
the fear when Apaches atfacked?
And the flight of the Franciscans
when Spain decreed in 1827 that
they must go and the painling:
were hastily laken to Imuris and
the capper bells no longer rang
for mass?”

Not Half the Story

Thev might say all these things
and vet not tell half the story
ahich can be gleaned here and
{there from piciures and documenis
ai{ the Arizona Pioneers’ Historical
sciety Yer anotber portioss of

v

- .

M3 history, discovered oniy vester-

day, is that Indian red-on-ocown’

pottery made about 1100 A, 1), can
be found in the mission refusy
heap. William H, Kelly of the Gila

Pueblo at Globe dug out of the,
bank, which the Santa” Cruz has.
eut, those pottery fragments which!

he »ays may have been made hy
ancesiors of the Papagoes brloe
1400, or may have been fashioned
hy an entirely different group of
tribesmen who lived along the river

" before ever Papago people ¢ame

this way.

Moderns should wipe from their
minds all the presen{ roads, cifies
and boundary lines, thinking in-
stead of a wvast region isolated
and unmapped, of those here strug-
gling to bring white men's civiliza-
tion for the first time to the desert.

At Foot of Mountain

Everyone knows of Coronado's
exploring trip in Arizona. of Father
Kino’s establishing missions and
visitas in Mexico and Arizona
and of Captain de Anza's thrilling

overland trip to California. But.
few know that the first town-site

-of Tucson was across fhe Santa

Cruz river under ihe shadow of
Sentinel peak (popularly calied "A"
mountainy, or - that an elaborate

“indusirial school existed there be-

side the first Spanish mission.

Papago Indian jacales or houses
surrounded by cullivated lands
along the Santa Cruz attracted the
Spaniards when they ventured
north from the fort al Tubac. Tuc-
son was then the last outpost of
civilization. Father Kino had estab-
iished a mission at San Xavier del
Bac, and priests who followed him
made this northern-most point their
last stopping place before turning
southward again. Between 1764 and
1767. Padre Espinosa reported 331
Indians at Tucson “five leagues
north of Bat” but mentions no
white men. But "with the coming of
Flizonde's force of Cataians, the re-
occupation of the Presidio™ at Tue-
son brought muny white men.

One Was Padre Garces

* _ Padre Gartes was one of the

Spaniards. He came to Tucson in

1768, looked over the valley, felt

the “gente de razon™ should have
something more presentable for
thelr civilizing center and petition-
ed for & mission, Authorization
vame and probably the voung Span.
iard bent all his encrgies to bujid-
ing churchh and school to still his
impaticnce that officials in Mexiro
City were =o slow in .granting his
friend. Captain de Anza. permission
‘e make the overland trip to Cali-
fornia. Certain it is from both theip
writings that fhey hatched the ov-
erland plan together as early as
1768, bnt had to wait, not very pa-
tiently or gracefully until 1774 be-
fore they could start.

One may. therefors, agsunte taal
most of e mission-schosl baild-

Pase

ing was done between 1768 alnd--'
1774, for after that Garces was with
de Anza to or from California for
twa different trips and was killed
by Yuma Indians July 19, 1731
However, he probably left behind
sufficient building plans and -
structions to keep his feliow priests
and all their Indian workmen busy
during his absences,

Bartleit’s drawings of the mission-
school and various documents show
it as an elaborate affair. Arricivits,
writing in 1791, says there was at
Tucson & church built of brick witl
& dome, houses of adobe and walls
for the protection of the people
This church was known as the
church of Nuesiro Senor de Ergui-
pule, He further states that after

Don Hugo O'Connor's official visit
of inspection along the northern
border of Spanish occupation the
. Presidio of Tubac was ordered
moved to Tucson and this new fort
was built across to the east from
the mission-school and was kept
strongly staffed until 1820 whiie
the littie river mission was aban-
doned.
Described Stracture

Other historians write that the
brick mission of San Cosme del
Tucson facing south. was 20 by 33

feet, had u faulted roof with a ¥ A
dome, was plastered inside and out,
thie inner walls covered with fres-
coes shinilar to lhose at San Xavier,
paintings and statues of saints, and
in the tower bells cast of “copper

‘mined in the Guachapa (Santa Rits§

mountains,” Close beside ihe:
. church was the great adobe build-
ing. some of the ruined walls of
which still stand, which housed iheg
padres and portions of the schocl.
This bnilding was two stories high,
with arched second-story window.,
# corridor of arches on the north,
gardens below and at the western
end the Capilla de Nuestro Senor
dc Esquipula, Scattered about with-
i the walled area, the only en-
i trance for which was through the
; oak-doored gale at the south, were
- kitchens, grannary, auxiliary build-
ings of adobe for servants, tannery.
carpenter shop, smithy, sosp and
candle factory, buildings where
spilining, weaving and other simple
irades were taught There were
{wo gceineleries, ohe on the west
for Spanish folk and the one now
dug out for bricks, and another
for Christians Indians to the north
. which must be close 1o the brick
.company’s kilns, Bevond the wall
‘lay the Indian vilage “wherein
‘dwelt the Indian neophytes” and
Just across the Camio de la Mission
or the road which connected San
Xavier de] Bac with the Santa Cruz
mission,




San Cosme del Tucson mission
and indusirial schoo! was begun
across the Santa Cruz river from
Tueson after 1768 by Fatber Graces,
who with Captain de Anza planned
“within its walls the first over-land
trip ever made by white men
"hetween Arizona and {alifornia.

Ail that was left of the school
and prlesl's home in 1891 may he
seen In the upper picture taken
by A. 8. Reynolds of Oracle in that
vear and loaned hy the Pioneers’
ilistorleal society. The mission, all
torn away, was at the left of the
picture. Today oniy {be fragments
of wail shown in the lower right
remains and some of the hones
uncovered by modern brick makers
In the Spanish cemetery are shown
piled on a bank near ihe crumbiing
walls, The whoie region is sirewn
wilth bones of the Spanish colonists.

ilow long this picturesque com-
mumity actually flourished no one
Lknows, Cerlainly the building of
‘e fort city of Tucsonm and the
muving there of soldiers from Tubac
provided homes tor the Spaniards
nist gonnected with the church, But
the expulsion of the Franciscans in
1827 must have marked its deeline
ahid probably Apache warlares, the
urisettled conditions after the Gads-
teyr purchase when Mexican; re-
reated acreoss the then ephemeial
e s they could be in their own
country, finished the mission's use.

With Tucson growing on the other.

«ide of the river and pioneers
pressed for building materials they
probably  began hauling off the
bricks of the mission, the hand-
“inrned  wooden  grills from  the
ariest’'s windows and beams from

b

.

The old buildings were put to
many uses through their declining
vears, but in 1891 when A. 8. Rey.
nolds of Oraclie fook the picture
which illustrates this story. Sam
Hughes was using the mission
«whoot to stable his stock and the
picture show “where openings had
been cut in the schoel by Hughes
for his stock.” Reynolds also re-
cords that the earthquake in 1887
shook down much of the church
.nd school which stili stood, But
wen in 1871 when the artist, John

A, Spring, made & drawing for the

Euterprize magazing he wrole on
the picture’s margins “it is a total
wrerk of a onee magnificent strue-
ture.”

‘The had many

mission names,

"ed San Jose de Tucson.

documents show, having been call-
Old San
Xavier del Bac, Escala Pura, Esqui-
pula and San Cosme de Tucson

Mcdern Tucsonans will be inter-
osted to know that Father Stoner
veproduced, as nearly as possible,
the old mission as ~hown m Ba -
1etts drawing and this modern re-
phica, 8. John, the Evangelis
Catholic  church, stands  at 3577
Sentth Seventh avenue, It is acrow
from the U 8. Veleran's hospit.i
(e of the old beams which had
een 1 the original struciure was
veng in the new chureh,




